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John Mark

MARK: THE SERVANT JESUS
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Mark 14:1 Now the Passover and Unleavened Bread were two days away; and the chief priests and the scribes were
seeking how to seize Him by stealth and kill Him;

NET Mark 14:1 Two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the chief priests and the
experts in the law were trying to find a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him.

NLT Mark 14:1 It was now two days before Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The leading
priests and the teachers of religious law were still looking for an opportunity to capture Jesus secretly and kill
him.

ESV Mark 14:1 It was now two days before the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. And the chief
priests and the scribes were seeking how to arrest him by stealth and kill him,

NIV Mark 14:1 Now the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were only two days away, and the chief
priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some sly way to arrest Jesus and kill him.

GNT Mark 14:1 vd T moxakax T CUUG PET O O P POG. K& CTOUV O PXIEPE QKX O YPOUHOTEG T QATV V
O N KPOT OOVTEG TTOKTE VW OIV-


https://www.wednesdayintheword.com/resources/jensen.pdf
https://www.insight.org/resources/bible/the-gospels/mark
https://www.wednesdayintheword.com/resources/jensen.pdf

KJV Mark 14:1 After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened bread: and the chief priests
and the scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put him to death.

YLT Mark 14:1 And the passover and the unleavened food were after two days, and the chief priests and the
scribes were seeking how, by guile, having taken hold of him, they might kill him;

ASV Mark 14:1 Now after two days was the feast of the passover and the unleavened bread: and the chief
priests and the scribes sought how they might take him with subtlety, and kill him:

CSB Mark 14:1 After two days it was the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests
and the scribes were looking for a treacherous way to arrest and kill Him.

= two: Mt 6:2 Lu 22:1,2 Joh 11:53-57 13:1

= the passover: Ex 12:6-20 Lev 23:5-7 Nu 28:16-25 De 16:1-8
= chief: Ps 2:1-5 Joh 11:47 Ac 4:25-28

= by: Ps 52:3 62:4,9 64:2-6 Mt 26:4

= Mark 14 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Matthew 26:1-5 When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples, 2 “You know that after two
days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be handed over for crucifixion.” 3 Then the chief
priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named Caiaphas; 4
and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth and kill Him.

Comment: "Matthew’s account follows Mark quite closely but adds a few details of its own. It links the
setting with the previous teaching of Jesus on the last judgment (Matt 25:31-46) and records Jesus
uttering another Passion prediction on the very threshold of the Passover celebration. It thus heightens
the tension as the decisive hour draws near, and solemnly declares the betrayal and the ensuing
crucifixion (Matt 26:1-2). In addition, Matthew notes that the plot to kill Jesus was hatched “at the
residence of Caiaphas, the high priest” (Matt 26:3), thus highlighting the fact that Jesus came to his own
people, and yet they tragically rejected him (cf. John 1:11+), even planning his execution in the house of
the high priest (ED: NOTE THE TRAGIC IRONY - THE HIGH PRIEST WHO SHOULD HAVE BEEN THE
LEADER OF WORSHIP INSTEAD IS THE LEADER IN PLOTTING THE DEATH OF THE MOST HIGH
GOD! "RELIGION" CAN BE A TREACHEROUS THING IN THE WRONG HANDS!)." (Trites)

Luke 22:1-2+ Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. 2The chief
priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were afraid of the people.

THE JEWISH LEADERS
"CROSS THE RUBICON"!

The depiction above is the Jewish Sanhedrin which does not come into play until Mark 15:1fk. Cross the Rubicon means to
commit to a particular plan or course of action that cannot be reversed. To do something that inevitably commits one to following a
certain course of action. The phrase refers to how Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon river and became embroiled in civil war in 49
BCE. The Jewish religious leaders with the help of Judas will soon "cross the Rubicon" regarding their plot to kill Jesus.

Constable has an interesting note on Mark 14 and Mark 15 - This section of Mark’s Gospel records the climaxes of many themes
that the writer had introduced. Mark chose to concentrate on the passion or sufferings of Jesus rather than simply to give a record of
all the events of the last week of Jesus’ life. Out of Mark’s 661 verses, 242 (37%) deal with the last week, from the Tri umphal Entry
through the Resurrection, and 128 concern Jesus’ passion and resurrection. Over half the events Mark recorded in the last week
(53%) deal with Jesus’ sufferings and triumph, the two major themes in the last three chapters

A note of warning as we begin to study what is often referred to asdesus' Passion (suffering) - Reading different commentaries
may result in some confusion as to the timing of events on the last days of Passion week. For example, the noted expositor John
MacArthur is one of the few who state that the Triumphal Entry was on a Monday and not a Sunday &ee his sermon notes
explaining his logic), which would make the events in Luke 22:1-6 as occurring on Wednesday, not Tuesday as described by most
other commentators. For example, Jewish commentator Arnold Fruchtenbaum places the events in Luke 22:1-6 on Tuesday
adding that "the Gospels are silent about the events of Wednesday. We can only guess that it was a day of private preparation by
Jesus for what will begin on the Passover, which began on Thursday afternoon.” MacArthur places the events in Luke 22:1-6 on
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Wednesday. So that is one point of difference in many of the commentaries. Another point of difference is regarding the chronology
of the Passover. Specifically, did Jesus really celebrate the Passover meal with His disciples on Thursday evening and then die as
the Passover Lamb of God on Friday afternoon. This will be discussed in more detail below, but just be aware that there is not a
clear cut consensus regarding the events on Thursday and Friday. Another point to keep in mind as taught in Lk 22:1 is the fact that
in Jesus' day the two separate feasts, Passover and Unleavened Bread, were considered as one feast, sometime referred to as
Passover and sometimes as the Feast of Unleavened Bread (see Mt 26:17, Mk 14:1, 12, Lk 22:1).

Leon Morris also points out that "All our Gospels agree that the crucifixion took place on a Friday in the Passover season, but
whether the Passover coincided with the Lord’s Supper (as it seems to do in the Synoptics) or with the crucifixion itself (as John
seems to say) is one of the most difficult questions in New Testament interpretation....Possibly the best explanation is that
there were different calendars in use (Ed: see note below). Jesus died as the Passover victims were being slain according to
the official calendar; but he had held the Passover with his followers the previous evening according to an unofficial calendar.

Grassmick adds that "The chronology of the Passion Week events is complicated partly because two systems of reckoning time
were in use, the Roman (modern) system in which a new day starts at midnight and the Jewish system in which a new day begins
at sunset (cf. Mark 13:35)." (See The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

J C Ryle - THE chapter which opens with these verses, begins the account of our Lord’s sufferings and death. No part of the
Gospels is so important as this. The death of Christ was the life of the world.—No part of our Lord’s history is so fully given by all the
gospel writers as this. Only two of them describe the circumstances of Christ’s birth. All four dwell minutely on Christ’s death.

Now the Passover and Unleavened Bread were two days away - This is the first mention of the Passover in Mark. Note that the
Feast of Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were often considered by the Jews to be one feast or festival and so it was
often called the “Jewish Passover Feast” which identified the full 8 days of the Passover and Unleavened Bread (from Nisan 14
through Nisan 21). Wuest simplifies it saying "It was one feast."

MacArthur on the timing: That is not incidental information. It is the purpose of God that on that Passover in A.D. 30, on the
fourteenth of the month Nisan, at the very hour when the Passover lambs were being slain on the Passover, three in the afternoon,
Jesus would die. That's pretty specific. . . Now there were three main feasts the Jews celebrated; the Feast of Pentecost, which was
kind of a firstfruits, Feast of Booths, they’re remembering the wandering in the wilderness, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

And so strictly speaking in the Mosaic Law, the Feast of Passover was one day, followed by a distinct celebration of unleavened
bread for 7 days. As Fruchtenbaum notes "by Jesus’ day in 1st century Israel, and up until today, these two feasts were combined
into one 8 day observance all labeled Passover."

Passover of course was a memorial that celebrated (Ex 12:14) the night when the death angel passed over (Ex 12:12, 13) the
doors of homes marked with the blood (Ex 12:7) of a blemish free lamb (Ex 12:3-5, cf Jn 1:29, 1 Pe 1:18-19+, 1 Cor 5:7). The Feast
of Unleavened Bread commemorated Israel's exodus journey out of Egypt after the Passover. So at this time in Jerusalem, there
would be Jewish pilgrims flooding in for these two great feasts which were in effect a celebration of Israel's past temporal salvation!
How ironic that the very One to Whom all of the Feasts pointed (1 Cor 5:7) was preparing to sacrifice Himself to make a way for the
eternal salvation of their souls! Sadly, most of the pilgrims did not have eyes to recognize Jesus as the Lamb of God Who could take
away their sin and the sin of the world (Jn 1:29).

This feast is prescribed in Leviticus 23:5-6+

In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is the LORD’S Passover. Then on the fifteenth
day of the same month there is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; for seven days you shall eat
unleavened bread.

Grassmick - These two Jewish festivals were closely related and in popular usage were often designated as the “Jewish Passover
Feast” (an eight-day festival, Nisan 14-21 inclusive; cf. Mark 14:2; John 2:13, 23; 6:4; 11:55). So Nisan 14, the day of preparation,
was commonly called “the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread” (cf. Mark 14:12). (See The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

The Jewish historian Josephus speaks of them as separate feasts but also combines them as one feast as in Antiquities xiv. 21
where we read....

So Aretas united the forces of the Arabians and of the Jews together, and pressed on the siege vigorously. As
this happened at the time when the feast of unleavened bread was celebrated, which we call the Passover,
the principal men among the Jews left the country, and fled into Egypt. (Josephus The Antiquities of the Jews
14:2.1)

Constable - These verses introduce the whole passion narrative. Passover commemorated the Israelites’ redemption from slavery
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in Egypt through the Exodus (Exod. 12:1-13:16). It anticipated a greater deliverance from the consequences of slavery to sin. The
Jews began to celebrate Passover on the fourteenth of Nisan, and the feast of Unleavened Bread followed on the fifteenth through
the twenty-first of Nisan. Mark dated the events that follow immediately as occurring two days before Passover. This would have
been Wednesday, April 1, 33 A.D.

And so strictly speaking in the Mosaic Law, the Feast of Passover was one day, followed by a distinct celebration of unleavened
bread for 7 days. As Fruchtenbaum notes "by Jesus’ day in 1st century Israel, and up until today, these two feasts were combined
into one 8 day observance all labeled Passover."

Passover of course was a memorial that celebrated (Ex 12:14+) the night when the death angel passed over (Ex 12:12, 13+) the
doors of homes marked with the blood (Ex 12:7+) of a blemish free lamb (Ex 12:3-5+, c¢f Jn 1:29+, 1 Pe 1:18-19+, 1 Cor 5:7).
The Feast of Unleavened Bread commemorated Israel's exodus journey out of Egypt after the Passover. So at this time in
Jerusalem, there would be Jewish pilgrims flooding in for these two great feasts which were in effect a celebration of Israel's past

temporal salvation! How ironic that the very One to Whom all of the Feasts pointed (1 Cor 5:7) was preparing to sacrifice Himself to
make a way for the eternal salvation of their souls! Sadly, most of the pilgrims did not have eyes to recognize Jesus as the Lamb of
God Who could take away their sin and the sin of the world (Jn 1:29+).

Wuest on the Passover - The word “Passover” is the translation of pascha which means “a passing over.” The paschal lamb was
the lamb for sacrifice which the Israelites were bidden to Kill, the blood of which they were to sprinkle on the door-posts of their
dwellings in Egypt so that the destroying-angel might pass over their homes without entering and taking the life of the first-born. The
paschal lamb therefore was the slain lamb, the death of which was accepted in lieu of the life of the first-born child. Our Lord is the
Paschal Lamb in the sense that His death was accepted by the High Court of Heaven as a payment for our sin. As the symbolic
Passover was about to be celebrated in Israel, the actual Passover Lamb was entering Jerusalem to fulfill the type by dying on the
Cross.

Unleavened (106)(azumos from a = negative + zume = leaven) means free from yeast, without fermentation
and speaks of unleavened bread, the Hebrew word matzoth, eaten by the Jews during Passover. Figuratively,
undefiled or a life free from sinful corruption (1 Cor 5:7-8). In the NT feast of unleavened bread is used to
speak of the Passover (Mt. 26:17; Mk. 14:1; Mk. 14:12; Lk. 22:1; Lk. 22:7; Acts 12:3; Acts 20:6).

Passover (3957)(pascha) is the transliteration of the Hebrew word pesach/pesah (06453) which is a
masculine noun thought by some writers (Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon) to have its origin
from pacach/pasah which apparently means to pass over; to spare (Ex 12:13, 23, 2% - "Jehovah will
pass"). Depending on the context, pascha refers to the Passover lamb (Lk 22:7+), the Passover meal (Lk
22:8+), or the festival of Passover (Lk 22:1+).

Click here for much more in depth discussion of the actual Seder or Passover celebration.

This is a fascinating side note: The Jewish Talmud describes the death of the Passover Lamb of God on the eve of Passover!
And yet the Jewish scholars remained blind to the truth for "their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the
old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ." (2 Cor 3:14+)

Sanhedrin folio 43a records - On the eve of the Passover Yeshu 84) was hanged. For forty days before the
execution took place, a herald went forth and cried, 'He is going forth to be stoned because he has practised
sorcery and enticed Israel to apostacy. Any one who can say anything in his favour, let him come forward and
plead on his behalf.! But since nothing was brought forward in his favour he was hanged on the eve of the
Passover!"

And the chief priests and the scribes- Members of the Sanhedrin — this was not some radical, outsider group — these were the
hard core religious leaders of the establishment. They wanted to make their problem go away quietly, with the least amount of
commotion. We have seen these men before in Mark 8:31 and Mark 11:27. Matthew 26:3 adds that "the chief priests and the elders
of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named Caiaphas." And so we see that representatives of each
order of the Sanhedrin were present for this plot to put Jesus to death. Recall that Caiaphas was the one who had advocated
sacrificing Jesus John recording "You know nothing at all, nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die
for the people, and that the whole nation not perish.”™ (Jn 11:49-50, see context Jn 11:47,48)

Paul Apple speaks of the utter irony - These were the religious leaders plotting to kill the ultimate Passover Lamb at the very time
they were celebrating the feast that pointed to his redemptive work!

These men are the ones pictured in Ps 41:5-8+

My enemies speak evil against me, “When will he die, and his name perish?” 6 And when he comes to see
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me, he speaks falsehood; His heart gathers wickedness to itself; When he goes outside, he tells it. 7 All who
hate me whisper together against me; Against me they devise my hurt, saying, 8 “A wicked thing is poured out
upon him, That when he lies down, he will not rise up again.”

IVP Background Commentary - Jewish literature reports that the high priests bullied those who opposed them.

Grassmick points out that "Like other passages in Mark the first cycle of events in this division also has a “sandwich” structure (ED:
SEE SANDWICH BELOW) (cf. Mark 3:20-35; Mark 5:21-43; Mark 6:7-31; Mark 11:12-26; Mark 14:27-52). The account of the
conspiracy by the religious leaders and Judas (Mark 1-2, 10—11) is divided by the account of Jesus’ anointing in Bethany (Mark
14:3-9). In this way Mark emphasized the striking contrast between the hostility of those who plotted His death and the loving
devotion of one who recognized Him as the suffering Messiah. (See The Bible Knowledge Commentary)

SANDWICH STRUCTURE:

= The Decision of the Rulers to kill Christ - Mark 14:1-2
= The Devotion of Mary to anoint Christ- Mark 14:3-9
= The Determination of Judas to betray Christ - Mark 14:10-11 (from What the Bible Teaches - Mark)

Chief priests (749)(archiereus) in the plural denotes members of the Sanhedrin (Wikipedia) who belonged to
high priestly families (Mt 2:4; Lk 23:13; Ac 4:23) and would include the current high priest, Caiaphas (Mt 26:3),
a Sadducee, the leader of the Sanhedrin, and the former high priest Annas, who still wielded significant
influence behind the scenes.

Scribes (1122)(grammateus) most of whom were Pharisees were those skilled in the law of Moses and
rabbinic literature (Mt 2:4; 23:2, 13ff; Mk 2:16; Lk 9:22; Acts 6:12). It always amazes me that theScribes were
the Biblical experts and thus would have (or should have) been familiar with the Messianic Prophecies (>300
specific prophecies), the very prophecies that were perfectly fulfilled in the God-Man Christ Jesus! Sin blinds
our spiritual eyesight. Sin makes it impossible to see truth in the Scriptures! It follows that before you go to the
Word of God, go to the God of the Word and confess any sin that might impede the illuminating work of God's
Spirit. (cf 1 Jn 1:6-7+, 1 Jn 1:9+) To read the Word, without allowing God's Spirit to "read your heart' (cf Jn
16:8) is an exercise in futility.

Were seeking how to seize Him by stealth (“some sly way” - NIV) and kill Him - Mark begins with a striking contrast between the
enemies who sought to kill Christ (Mk 14:1-2) and the friends, one of whom sought to anoint Christ (ultimately for burial) (Mark 14:3-
9). It is also notable that at the same time the Jewish leaders were seeking to seize Him and kill Him Matthew 26:1-2 tells us Jesus
was predicting the exact day of His death declaring "You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man
is to be handed over for crucifixion.” Once again we see the juxtaposition of men's responsibility (seeking to kill) and God's
sovereignty (giving the day of the killing). Stealth is a detail not found in the other Gospel accounts and is the word dolos which
Jesus had used in Mark 7 declaring "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders,
adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit (dolos), sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness."

THOUGHT - The point of the juxtaposition of the evil and the good discussed above should serve as a
constant reminder that God was in complete control of every aspect related to the Crucifixion of His Beloved
Son. And beloved saint, He is just as IN CONTROL of every aspect of our lives, even when our lives may
appear (humanly speaking) to be out of control! Rest in that absolute truth in full confidence that He is still the
God Who is able even when it seems impossible to fulfill His promise in Romans 8:28 to cause "all things to
work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose." This is His
trustworthy Word dear suffering saint! Take a moment and rejoice in the truth that God is in Control.

Arnold Fruchtenbaum - The leaders of Israel are in unison on their desire to kill Jesus. Their conspiracy has TWO goals: (1) They
want to find a way to arrest Jesus away from the multitude to avoid a riot breaking out. (2). They want to avoid killing Him on the
Passover. This goal is in keeping with Satan’s plan to kill Jesus but avoid fulfilling the prophetic nature of the Feast of Passover. But
we see that despite Satan’s best efforts God is the one who is in control, and Jesus’ death occurred when it was ordained to
occur. Previous attempts to kill Jesus had been unsuccessful, as they had not been at the appointed time. In order for the atonement
to be made Jesus HAD to die during this Passover, and He HAD to die by crucifixion. Read Isaiah 53:5+, and Psalm 22:11-18. If that
were not the case God could have allowed the death of the Messiah Jesus to happen at any other time by any other means. But He
ordained the feasts of Israel as a prophetic template in which He would accomplish His purposes towards Israel and mankind in
general. (Life of Messiah)

Seeking (imperfect tense - again and again, constantly on watch for an opportunity to seize Jesus)@212)
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(zeteo) means these evil men were continually trying to discover some way to destroy Jesus, thus it is not
surprising that this verb zeteo is used repeatedly by the Gospel writes to describe the efforts of the Jewish
religious leaders to seize and destroy Jesus (Mt 21:46, 26:16 , Mt 26:59, Mk 11:18, 12:12, Mk 14:1, 11,
55, Lk 19:47, 20:19 , Lk. 20:19, 22:2, 22:6, John 5:18, 7:1, 7:25, 7:30, Jn 8:37, 8:40, 10:39, 11:8, Jn 184, 7,
8)

Stealth (deceit) (1388)(dolos from dello = to bait) literally refers to a fishhook, trap, or trick all of which are
various forms of deception. Dolos is a deliberate attempt to mislead, trick, snare or "bait" (baiting the trap in

attempt to "catch" the unwary victim) other people by telling lies. It is a desire to gain advantage or preserve
position by deceiving others. A modern term in advertising is called "bait and switch" where the unwary
consumer is lured in by what looks like an price too good to be true! 11x in NT =- Matt. 26:4; Mk. 7:22; MKk.
14:1;Jn. 1:47; Acts 13:10; Rom. 1:29; 2 Co. 12:16; 1 Thess. 2:3; 1 Pet. 2:1; 1 Pet. 2:22; 1 Pet. 3:10

Kill (put to death)(615)(apokteino from ap6 = intensifies meaning + kteino = slay) means to kill outright or to
put to death in any manner. To kill someone results in a state of separation. To kill physically (Mt. 10:28; Mt.
14:5, Jn 18:31; often of Christ's death; in Rev. 2:13, Rev. 9:15, Rev. 11:13). Uses in Mark - Mk. 3:4; Mk. 6:19;

Mk. 8:31; Mk. 9:31; Mk. 10:34; Mk. 12:5; Mk. 12:7; Mk. 12:8; Mk. 14:1

Related Resources:

= Passover & Unleavened Bread

= Leviticus 23 Feast of Unleavened Bread & Day of Pentecost (cp Acts 2)
= Leviticus 23 Commentary - deals with the Jewish feasts

= What are the Jewish Festivals?
= Passover - Wikipedia

= Should Christians celebrate Passover?

= Yeshua and the Feast of Unleavened Bread

THE SEVEN GREAT
FEASTS OF ISRAEL

Note that each of the Seven Great Feasts has a specific eschatological (prophetic) fulfilment. The four Spring feasts have been
fulfilled at the First Coming of the Messiah. The final three feasts will be fulfilled at the Second Coming of the Messiah when He
returns to to establish His Kingdom (cf Lk 17:20ff+, Lk 22:18+) and fulfill God's literal promises to the literal nation of Israel, promises
which are summarized by Paul when he wrote "all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM
ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.” (Ro 11:26+)

SPRING FEASTS

1st Month = Nisan
Festival of Passover

FALL FEASTS

7th Month = Tishri
Festival of Booths

3rd Month = Sivan
Feast of Pentecost

(Pesach) (Tabernacles) (Sukkot)
Passover Unleavened First Feast Feast Day of Feast
Pesach Bread Fruits of Weeks of Trumpets Atonement of Booths
Wave Offeri f Celebrat
Wave Offering ave Litering o Atonement shall elebraies
Lamb's blood . . two loaves of harvest,
Purging (Promise of Trumpet Blown - be made to i
on Door . leavened bread . memorial of
Leaven (Sin) Harvest to . A Holy Convocation cleanse you i
Ex 12:6-7+ (promise of harvest God's care in
come) Lev 16:30+ )
to come) wilderness
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Mark 14:2 for they were saying, "Not during the festival, otherwise there might be a riot of the people.”

NET Mark 14:2 For they said, "Not during the feast, so there won't be a riot among the people.”
NLT Mark 14:2 "But not during the Passover celebration," they agreed, "or the people may riot."
ESV Mark 14:2 for they said, "Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar from the people.”
NIV Mark 14:2 "But not during the Feast," they said, "or the people may riot."
GNT Mark 14:2 Aeyovyp,M vT opT, p moTe oTol B puBogTo AcO .
KJV Mark 14:2 But they said, Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar of the people.
YLT Mark 14:2 and they said, 'Not in the feast, lest there shall be a tumult of the people.’
ASV Mark 14:2 for they said, Not during the feast, lest haply there shall be a tumult of the people.
CSB Mark 14:2 "Not during the festival," they said, "or there may be rioting among the people."

« Not: Pr 19:21 21:30 La 3:27 Mt 26:5

= otherwise: Mk 11:18,32 Lu 20:6 Joh 7:40 12:19
« Mark 14 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:
Matthew 26:5 But they were saying, “Not during the festival, otherwise a riot might occur among the people.”

Luke 22:2+ The chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were
afraid of the people.

for they were saying, "Not during the festival, otherwise there might be a riot of the people"- As discussed above, during the
festival would have been between Nisan 14-21, referring to the combined feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread which were
often spoken of as one "festival." What are the religious leaders saying? They are thinking that they would not be able to complete
their task of killing Him until AFTER the Passover. As discussed above Jesus' prediction was "spot on" and reiterates the theme that
God not men is in total control of this grand story of redemption.

Hendriksen: It is only on the background of God’s decree that its meaning becomes clear. “Not at the Festival,” said the plotters. “At



the Festival,” said the Almighty. That was the divine decree, for which see also Luke 22:22; Acts 2:23; Eph. 1:11.(BORROW The
Gospel of Mark PAGE 554)

MacArthur: In spite of their fears, it was God’s determination that not only would He die during the eight-day period which started
with the Passover, followed by seven days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread when Jerusalem had been swelled by hundreds of
thousands more people. Not only would He die during that festival, but at the most unlikely, and from their viewpoint, inappropriate
and threatening moment and that was in the afternoon of Friday when the Passover lambs themselves were being killed and the
mass of the population was in and around the very temple area, not far from the hill of crucifixion. But God schedule was the only
schedule that mattered and God’s purpose would be unfolded. They would never have planned to have Jesus arrested, tried,
crucified and dying on that very Friday. But that was what happened because that was God’s plan. Look at ways in which people
tryto dismiss Jesus from their lives today as if He is a problem they need to rid themselves of:

— Ignore Him — fill my life with work and pleasure so that | don’t pay any attention to the claims of Jesus on my
life

— Minimize Him by saying He is just a god among other gods; there are many ways to God — let’s respect them
all equally; or Jesus is merely a good example to be followed in a moral sense

— Pervert his Gospel Message of Grace — so as the Roman Catholics do, they substitute the commandments
of men with all of their legalistic regulations (just like the Pharisees of Christ's day) so that the Person of Jesus
and His saving work of redemption on the cross is obscured. (QUOTED BY PAUL APPLE)

Nothing could deter the greatest event in history
from occurring on the Father's timetable!

What a mighty God we worship and serve!

William Barclay on Not during the festival - It was just there that the problem of the Jewish authorities lay. During the Passover,
feeling ran very high. The remembrance of the old deliverance from Egypt made the people long for a new deliverance from Rome.
At no time was nationalist feeling so intense. Jerusalem was not the Roman headquarters in Judaea. The governor had his
residence and the soldiers were stationed in Caesarea. During the Passover time special detachments of troops were drafted into
Jerusalem and quartered in the Tower of Antonia which overlooked the Temple. The Romans knew that at Passover anything might
happen and they were taking no chances. The Jewish authorities knew that in an inflammable atmosphere like that, the arrest of
Jesus might well provoke a riot.

Robertson- The triumphal entry and the temple speeches of Jesus had revealed his tremendous power with the people, especially
the crowds from Galilee at the feast. They were afraid to go on with their plan to kill him at the feast. (Word Pictures in the New
Testament)

John Calvin - They did not think it a fit season, till the festival was past, and the crowd was dispersed. Hence we infer that,
although those hungry dogs eagerly opened their mouths to devour Christ, or rather, rushed furiously upon him, still God withheld
them, by a secret restraint, from doing any thing by their deliberation or at their pleasure. So far as lies in their power, they delay till
another time; but, contrary to their wish, God hastens the hour.And it is of great importance for us to hold, that Christ was not
unexpectedly dragged to death by the violence of his enemies, but was led to it by the providence of God; for our confidence in the
propitiation is founded on the conviction that he was offered to God as that sacrifice which God had appointed from the beginning.
And therefore He determined that; His Son should be sacrificed on the very day of the Passover, that the ancient figure might give
place to the only sacrifice of eternal redemption. Those who had no other design in view than to ruin Christ thought that another time
would be more appropriate; but God, Who had appointed Him to be a sacrifice for the expiation of sins, selected a suitable day for
contrasting the body with its shadow (Ed: OT "shadow" in Exodus 12 pointing to the Cross on Passover), by placing them together.
Hence also we obtain a brighter display of the fruit of Christ’s suffering.. (Commentary)

Spurgeon - Dastardly fear often drives men to the greatest crimes. He who is not brave enough to be master of his own spirit, and
to follow the dictates of his own conscience, may do, before long, he little knows what. Because of the fear of the people, the chief
priests and scribes were driven to compass the death of Christ by craft, and to bring him to his death by the cruel betrayal of Judas,
one of his own apostles.

THOUGHT - This section is filled with irony, and here we see the sad irony that the Jewish leaders feared men
but did not fear God! The feared the crowds more than they feared the crime. They were not afraid to kill the
Son of God but were afraid of what the crowds might do! Beloved, we need to look out when we are more
concerned with what people think than with what God thinks about us. We are in danger of becoming
entrapped as a pawn of peer pressure! Pr 29:25+ says "The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in
the LORD will be exalted." Notice the antidote for fear in this passage in Proverbs. What do you observe? The
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antithesis if fear is faith, trusts in Jehovah.

Up to this time in the ministry of Jesus, the Pharisees were His chief opposition, but as He approaches the Cross the high priests
take control of the opposition. The tragic irony is that the very men who should have been leading Israel to the way, the truth and
the life, were the very ones plotting to kill the only One Who is Himself the Way, the Truth and the Life," the only One through
Whom one could receive eternal access to God the Father (John 14:6, Acts 4:12+) and entrance into the Kingdom of God (cf Jn
3:3+), the very Kingdom which the Jews were thinking Jesus would soon bring to fruition (cf Lk 19:11#, "the King" in Lk 19:38+). Of
course the Jews who had these dreams of a Messianic Kingdom, did not know the truth that before the Crown, He must endure the
Cross.

The religious leaders' plot will soon become much easier to carry out as the last piece of the puzzle falls into place when one of
Jesus' inner circle decides to betray the Lord. As you contemplate outworking of these evil deeds by evil men in Jesus' Passion,
remember that behind the scenes is God, controlling even the darkest aspects of the drama. And so we see the mysterious
juxtaposition of God's sovereignty over these events and men's responsibility for carrying our their heinous acts in Peter's
declaration in his first sermon in Jerusalem...

This Man (JESUS), delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God (DIVINE
SOVEREIGNTY), you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Himto death (HUMAN
RESPONSIBILITY). (Acts 2:23+).

John gives the most detailed background of the conspiracy to kill Jesus, their evil desires coming to a head so to speak with Jesus'
miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead:

John 11:43-53, When He had said these things, He cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” 44 The
man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 45 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary,
and saw what He had done, believed in Him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them
the things which Jesus had done. 57 Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a
council, and were saying, “What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. 48 “If we let
Him go on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our
place and our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all, 50 nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that one man die for the people, and
that the whole nation not perish.” 51 Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but being high priest that
year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, 52 and not for the nation only, but in order that
He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that day on
they planned together to kill Him....57 Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if
anyone knew where He was, he was to report it, so that they might seize Him.

Mark 14:3 While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, there came a woman with an
alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she broke the vial and poured it over His head.

NET Mark 14:3 Now while Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, reclining at the table, a
woman came with an alabaster jar of costly aromatic oil from pure nard. After breaking open the jar, she
poured it on his head.

NLT Mark 14:3 Meanwhile, Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon, a man who had previously had
leprosy. While he was eating, a woman came in with a beautiful alabaster jar of expensive perfume made from
essence of nard. She broke open the jar and poured the perfume over his head.

ESV Mark 14:3 And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was reclining at table, a
woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured
it over his head.

NIV Mark 14:3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man known as Simon the
Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar
and poured the perfume on his head.

GNT Mark 14:3 Ko virogaTo vBnBov vT 0K I pwvogTOo AETIPO , KATOKEIY VOU 6:TO ABev yuv  Xouoo
A BaoTpov Y pou v pdouU TTIOTIK G TTOAUTEAO G, GUVTP YOO TV A BAOTPOV KOT XEEV XX TO T G KEPOA G.


https://www.thefreedictionary.com/antithesis

KJV Mark 14:3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman
having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured it on his
head.

YLT Mark 14:3 And he, being in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, at his reclining (at meat), there
came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment, of spikenard, very precious, and having broken the
alabaster box, did pour on his head;

ASV Mark 14:3 And while he was in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a
woman having an alabaster cruse of ointment of pure nard very costly; and she brake the cruse, and poured it
over his head.

CSB Mark 14:3 While He was in Bethany at the house of Simon who had a serious skin disease, as He was
reclining at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of pure and expensive fragrant oil of nard. She
broke the jar and poured it on His head.

= being: Mt 26:6,7 Joh 11:2 Jn 12:1-3
= of ointment: Song 4:13,14 5:5 Lu 7:37,38
= Mark 14 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

ANOINTING OF JESUS (Depicting diff Luke 7:37
Related Passages

Matthew 26:6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper, 7 a woman (MARY) came to
Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as He reclined at the table.

Luke omits this story apparently because he recorded an earlier anointing in Galilee by "a woman in the city
who was a sinner" (so not this Mary of Bethany) (Lk 7:36-50+).

John 12:1-8+ (WORDS IN BOLD ARE UNIQUE TO JOHN'S ACCOUNT) Jesus, therefore, six days before
the Passover, (SEE NOTE BELOW ON TIMING) came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was
one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard,
and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the
fragrance of the perfume.

EXTRAVAGANT DEVOTION:
MARY ANOINTS JESUS

Mark suddenly shifts the scene from the plotting Pharisees to the wonderful worship of an anonymous woman, who is identified as
Mary in the parallel account in John 12:3+.

Paul Apple - Remember the most important commandment — love the Lord your God with your whole being; What does that look
like in real life? In Mark 14, as Jesus is just a couple of days away from His death on the cross, we get a vivid picture of what it looks
like to be broken and poured out in our love and devotion and worship of our Savior.

Mary’s anointing of the Lord must not be confused with a similar event recorded in Luke 7:36-50+. The beautiful picture above by
Tissot in fact depicts the event in Luke, not this event with Mary. It is given just to illustrate how in typical Eastern fashion, the dinner
guests would recline at the table rather than sit in chairs.

Hiebert - John’s arrangement (Jn 12:1-8) suggests that it occurred on Friday or Saturday evening before “Palm Sunday,” while the
synoptic order suggests that it occurred on Tuesday, or possibly Wednesday, evening of Passion Week. Most modern scholars
prefer John’s chronology as being more precise and hold that the synoptic arrangement is due to a desire to show the close
connection between the anointing and the treachery of Judas. (The Gospel of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)

Edwards writes that "This is a classic Markan sandwich, . . . As in each sandwich technique, the middle story provides the key to
understanding the whole. The bracketing of the devotion of the woman, who remains an unnamed outsider [John identifies her as
Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus], by the betrayal plot of an intimate insider, creates an acid contrast between faith and

treachery." (The Gospel according to Mark Pillar NTC-Mark)

This Markan Sandwich is like a "Rose between two thorns, a Pearl placed in between the 2 ugly shells, a Blazing Light offset by
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pitch blackness."

While He was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper- Bethany is one of the few specific place designations in Mark. Simon
is a common name; must have been aleper healed by Jesus who is now responding in thanksgiving and hosting this significant
fellowship dinner with some of Jesus’ closest friends, the disciples, Mary, Martha and Lazarus

The timing of the anointing of Jesus by Mary could be confusing because John's Gospel says "Jesus, therefore, six days before the
Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead." (Jn 12:1) John clearly gives the actual day
of Jesus' anointing. On the other hand, Mark and Matthew (Mt 26:6-13) describe the anointing of Jesus in after the statement that
the Jewish leaders were plotting to seize Jesus (Mark 14:1-2, Mt 26:1-5) which would have been either Tuesday (most
commentators) or Wednesday (MacArthur - see sermon explanation of timing) prior to the Passover. Clearly, both Mark and Matthew
insert this description as a "flashback" while John gives the correct chronology of this event which would have been the preceding
Saturday. In this particular and unique act of worship, when Mary poured this perfume upon Jesus' body, without her even realizing it
she did it to prepare Him for burial. It became a symbolic deed that anticipated His death and burial (Mt 26:12). And so Matthew and
Mark place this event in the context of the events leading up to His betrayal, trial and crucifixion.

And reclining at the table- This describes the posture of the orientals when partaking of a leisurely meal (Seepicture below). "1st
century middle eastern meals were not eaten while sitting at a table, but while reclining on one’s side on the floor with the head
closest to the low table and the feet farthest away." (NET Note)

There came a woman - This is very unusual for a woman to step into such a scene and become the center of attention. John 12:3
says her name was Mary and she was the sister of Lazarus and Martha for John 11:2 says "It was the Mary who anointed the Lord
with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick."

Ralph Earle - The woman had glimpsed who Jesus was, namely the true King of Israel and had supplied the consecrating oil to
proclaim his “messiahship” (“Messiah” [messias] means the “anointed” by God).

Williamson comments, “The reprehensible roles in Mark 14:1—11 are played by men; the one praiseworthy character is identified
only as a woman.”

With an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard(nardos) - "Her alabaster flask, a translucent white bottle, was itself of
some value. The very precious perfume it contained, oil of spikenard, was worth more than three hundred denarii. As we have seen,
a denarius was typically one day’s wage for a laborer in Israel. The people worked six days a week. So, the contents of this flask
cost a whole year’s wages." (Sproul)

Wuest - The ointment is described by Mark in three words, nardos (nardos) referring to a perfume which came from India, well
known to the Greeks and Romans, and procured from the hills on the banks of the Ganges River, pistikos , speaking of the fact that
it was genuine, not imitation or adulterated, and polutelés, telling us that it was very costly. The woman broke the neck of the flask
so that she could quickly pour the contents.

NET NOTE - A jar made of alabaster stone was normally used for very precious substances like perfumes. It normally had a long
neck which was sealed and had to be broken off so the contents could be used. Muron was usually made of myrrh (from which the
English word is derived) but here it is used in the sense of ointment or perfumed oil (L&N 6.205). The adjective moTiK ¢ (pistikés) is
difficult with regard to its exact meaning; some have taken it to derive from mioTiq (pistis) and relate to the purity of the oil of nard.
More probably it is something like a brand name, “pistic nard,” the exact significance of which has not been discovered. Nard or
spikenard is a fragrant oil from the root and spike of the nard plant of northern India. This aromatic oil, if made of something like
nard, would have been extremely expensive, costing up to a year’s pay for an average laborer.

Hiebert - “An alabaster cruse (vial) of ointment of pure nard very costly” (ASV)—the cruse was a long-necked flask with no handles
used for preserving precious perfumes or fragrant oils. Although such flasks might be made of other materials, perfumes were found
to be best preserved in vessels made of alabaster, a finely textured, translucent stone. The flask contained “a pound of ointment,”
twelve ounces of highly aromatic perfume which evaporated rapidly and left a very pleasant odor (John 12:3+). The ointment is
described as “of pure nard very costly.” Nard identifies the ointment as derived from nard plants, native to India, and the source of
the finest ointments. The meaning of the adjective rendered pure is uncertain, but the most probable meaning is “unadulterated.”
The nard was “trustworthy,” or “pure,” as opposed to nard adulterated with inferior substances. Such ointment naturally was very
costly. Mary’s possession of such costly perfume indicates that the Bethany household must have been comparatively wealthy. (The

Gospel of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)

Paul Apple asks "How many of you have spent a year’s salary on expensive perfume for your wife? She would think you were
nuts."
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Daniel Akin - This was done in full display of a room full of people. It was done against cultural convention as a woman normally
would not approach a man in this setting except to serve him food. Mary cared not one wit for any of this. Jesus was her Lord and
Master. She deeply loved Him and would have done anything for Him. And, she did not care who heard or saw. Her devotion to Him
trumped all others. She wanted everyone to know the inestimable value she placed on Jesus. So she went public! No one could
deny or doubt where her loyalty lay. Can the same be said for you and me?!

And she broke (suntribo) the vial - Only Mark mentions she broke the vial, making it no longer usable. In other words, she now
had to use the entire contents. As Hiebert says her action "expresses the wholeheartedness of her devotion, for she had destined its

entire contents for Jesus." (The Gospel of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)

Mary anointed Jesus' head and feet, for He is beautiful from head to toe! John 12:3 says "Mary then took a pound of very costly
perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of
the perfume." Note that each of the 3 times we see Mary in the Gospels, she is at the feet of Jesus (Luke 10:39, John 11:32, 12:3).

Luke 10:39+ She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word.

John 11:32+; Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, she saw Him, and fell at His feet, saying to Him,
“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”

Anointing Jesus' Feet

John 12:3
And poured it over (katacheo) His head - "poured, literally, “poured down,” pictures the stream of liquid flowing from the vessel.
Mark and Matthew mentioned His head, while John noted that Mary poured the ointment on His feet and that the precious liquid was
so abundant that she wiped His feet with her hair. His recumbent position made the anointing of both head and feet readily possible.
Pouring some oil on the head was common treatment of a festive guest (Ps. 23:5; Luke 7:46), but anointing the feet was unusual,
an act of special esteem. Scroggie comments, “The story of Mary’s graceful act is one of the most beautiful on record; it is a story of
loving devotion revealing the acceptable motive, natural modes, and true measure of Christian service.” (The Gospel of Mark)

Warren Wiersbe - Nothing that is given to Christ in faith and love is ever wasted. The fragrance of Mary's ointment faded from the
scene centuries ago, but the significance of her worship has blessed Christians in every age and continues to do so. (Bible

Exposition Commentary)

Nard (3487)(nardos) a fragrant plant native to India (spike)nard and the aromatic oil extracted from its roots. Only in Jn 12:3 and Mk
14:3

ISBE - SPIKENARD - spik'-nard (nerd; nardos (Song 1:12; 4:14); neradhim; nardoi (Song 4:13), "spikenard
plants"; nardos pistike (Mk 14:3; Jn 12:3), "pure nard," margin "liquid nard"; the English word is for "spiked
nard," which comes from the Nardus spicatus of the Vulgate): Spikenard is the plant Nardostachys jatamansi

(Natural Order, Valerianaceae); in Arabic the name Sunbul hind, "Indian spike," refers, like the English and
Latin name, to the "snike"-like shape of the plant from which the perfume comes. The dried plant as sold
consists of the "withered stalks and ribs of leaves cohering in a bundle of yellowish-brown capillary fibres and
consisting of a spike about the size of a small finger" (Sir W. Jones, As. Res., Il, 409); in appearance the whole
plant is said to look like the tail of an ermine. It grows in the Himalayas. The extracted perfume is an oil, which
was used by the Romans for anointing the head. Its great costliness is mentioned by Pliny. With regard to the
exact meaning of the pistike, in the New Testament, there is much difference of opinion: "pure" and "liquid" are
both given in margin, but it has also been suggested among other things that this was a local name, that it
comes from the Latin spicita or from pisita, the Sanskrit name of the spikenard plant. The question is an open
one: either "genuine" or "pure" is favored by most commentators.- E. W. G. Masterman

See R K Harrison's in depth description ofspikenard in his book Healing Herbs in the Bible, page 48
(BORROW).

Wikipedia - Spikenard, also callednard, nardin, and muskroot, is a class of aromatic amber-
colored essential oil derived from Nardostachys jatamansi, aflowering plant in the honeysuckle family which
grows in the Himalayas of Nepal, China, andIndia. The oil has been used over centuries as aperfume,
a traditional medicine, or in religious ceremonies across a wide territory from India to Europe. Historically, the
name nard has also referred to essential oils derived from other species including the closely
related valerian genus, as well as Spanish lavender; these cheaper, more common plants have been used in
perfume-making, and sometimes to adulterate true spikenard.
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Gilbrant - Classical Greek Nardos refers to a fragrant and very valuable oil used as a perfume and for the
anointing of important guests and persons. It was extracted from the Nardostaychys Jatamansi plant which
was found in the Himalayan mountains. In the classical Greek nardos is used in reference both to the plant
and to the oil from the plant. The Septuagint uses the word in the sense of the oil or perfume only (Song of
Solomon 1:12; 4:13,14). In the 4:14 passage it is mentioned in a list of some of the other most valued ancient
aromatics. The two references in the New Testament (Mark 14:3 and John 12:3) refer also to the oil or
perfume from the plant. In these passages great emphasis is given to the extreme value of the oil that was
used to anoint Jesus. Obviously, it was of great value. The oil was so expensive because of the distance it had
to be transported (from the Himalayan mountains), the difficulty of its transportation, the further difficulty of its
preservation, and also because Jesus was anointed with the oil in its unadulterated form. According to R.K.
Harrison, “The best spikenard was imported from India in scaled alabaster boxes, which were opened only on
very special occasions” (“Nard,” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 3:490f). (Complete Biblical
Library)

Poured over (2776)(katacheo from kata = down + chéo = to pour down or out. To pour out or pour down upon (Mt. 26:7; Mk 14:3
and 3x in Lxx - Gen. 39:21; Job 41:23; Ps. 89:45). Liddell-Scott - a bit of sleep is poured over the eyes. Pass. to be poured over
the ground, lie in heaps,

Gilbrant - Katacheo is a verb used in the Greek papyri to refer to liquid being “poured down, on, or over”
people or objects. The recipient of the liquid normally is found in the genitive case (cf. Moulton-Milligan).
Katacheo appears only 3 times in the Septuagint. In Genesis 39:21, after Joseph was wrongly imprisoned, the
Lord “showed him mercy” in the sense of “holding out, extending.” A second type of use is found in Psalm
89:45 where God “covered” David with shame as a reproach.

We find the word used in the New Testament with respect to the woman who entered the house of Simon the
leper and poured an expensive jar of alabaster ointment on the head of Jesus while He was reclining at
Simon’s table (Matthew 26:7; Mark 14:3). While the disciples were indignant over her alleged waste, the Lord
commended the woman for anointing His body for its forthcoming burial. As in the papyri, the object of
katacheo is in the genitive case in the New Testament (cf. Blass and DeBrunner, p.90). (Complete Biblical

Library)
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Note that the similarities of the three accounts are highlighted in red. Even
many of the differences can be explained. E.g., name of the one anointing
named Mary and then referred to as woman is easily resolved. The location of
the anointing in Simon the Leper would still fit John's description because he
says Jesus went to Bethany but does not specifically say to which home He
went.

Grant Osborne adds "There are two issues related to this account that need to
be addressed: (1) harmonizing the Gospel accounts and (2) the chronology of
the event...The story in Mt 26:6-13 and Mk 14:3-9 has some interesting
differences (the home of Simon the leper, an unnamed woman who breaks the
jar and anoints Jesus’ head), but the similarities are far greater, and as the
discussion below will show, the differences can be reasonably harmonized.
These are the same account, so historically Jesus was anointed twice—first, the
one in Luke and second the one reported in the other three Gospels....As to the
second issue (CHRONOLOGY), the story in Matthew and Mark occurs after the
Triumphal Entry, while the one here in John occurs before that event. However,
this is only a problem if we demand that the Gospels follow a strictly
chronological pattern. Actually, this is a modern development, and ancient
historians did not do so. It has long been realized that the Gospel writers often
arranged their material topically, especially the Synoptics (cf. Blomberg 1987). It
is generally agreed that John probably has the correct order (he tends to have a
more chronological arrangement, so Coakley 1988) and that Matthew and Mark
place it where they do in order to contrast the woman’s worshipful act with
Judas’s betrayal (cf. Carson, Blomberg 2001, Keener). (See The Gospel of
John)

THOSE IN FAVOR OF ONE ANOINTING DESCRIBED IN ALL THREE
ACCOUNTS - John MacArthur, Grant Osborne, Edwin Blum (Bible Knowledge
Commentary, Tom Constable, J C Ryle, A B Bruce, Rodney A Whitacre (IVP
Commentary), Warren Wiersbe, William Cook (Focus on the Bible), NIV Study
Bible, Reformation Study Bible, ESV Study Bible, J Vernon McGee, C L
Blomberg, H. Ridderbos, William MacDonald (BORROW Believer's Bible

Commentary),

THOSE OPPOSED - Gotquestions.org, John Phillips

NOTE: | AM SURE THERE ARE OTHERS, BUT IN MY CURSORY SURVEY
OF THIS ISSUE, IT SEEMS THAT BY FAR MOST WRITERS FAVOR THE
FACT THAT THE ANOINTINGS ARE PARALLEL IN JOHN, MATTHEW AND
MARK.

I will admit | was extremely surprised to find Charles Swindoll also included
Luke's account as parallel with John, Matthew and Mark. He is in the minority
on that unusual interpretation! See discussion of this interpretation. See

discussion of this interpretation.

Broken Things in the Bible
Five broken things in the Bible and the results achieved by them:

1) Broken pitchers (Judges 7:18, 19) and the light shone out

2) A Broken Box (Mark 14:3) and the ointment was poured out

3) Broken Bread (Matt 14:10) and the hungry were fed

4) A Broken Body (1Cor 11:24KJV+) and the world was saved (Only in the KJV, not other modern versions)
5) A Broken will (Ps 51:17) and a life of fulfillment in Christ

Source unknown
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| have been reflecting on the inestimable value of "broken things." Broken pitchers gave ample light for victory (Judges 7:19-21);
broken bread was more than enough for all the hungry (Matthew 14:19-21); broken box gave fragrance to all the world (Mark 14:3,
9); and broken body is salvation to all who believe and' receive the Savior (Isaiah 53:5-6, 12; 1 Corinthians 11:24KJV). And what
cannot the Broken One do with our broken plans, projects, and hearts? V. RAYMOND EDMAN

When Mary of Bethany broke the box of precious ointment and poured it on Jesus’ head, it was an act for which no one else saw
any occasion; the disciples said it was a waste. But Jesus commended Mary for her extravagant act of devotion, and said that
wherever His gospel was preached “this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.” Our Lord is carried
beyond Himself with joy when He sees any of us doing what Mary did, not being set on this or that economy, but being
abandoned to Him. God spilt the life of His Son that the world might be saved; are we prepared to spill out our lives for
Him? “He that believeth in Me out of him shall flow rivers of living water” — hundreds of other lives will be continually refreshed. It is
time now to break the life, to cease craving for satisfaction, and to spill the thing out. Our Lord is asking who of us will do it for Him?
(Oswald Chambers)

What Are You Looking For?

A woman came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil. —Mark 14:3
Today's Scripture: Mark 14:1-9

“Stop! There’s a good pair of shoes! Slow down, you just passed a hammer! Look at that jacket in the ditch!” As the car was
speeding down the highway at 70 miles an hour, these were the exclamations of a hitchhiker to the driver who had just picked him
up. After several hours of similar comments, the driver reached two conclusions:

1. The hitchhiker’s life consisted mainly of things he found by the side of the road.

2. All of us see what we’re looking for. As we go through life, the focus of our eyes reveals the desire of our
hearts.

During the week before Jesus was crucified, the chief priests and scribes were looking for any excuse to arrest and kill Him (Mark
14:1). Judas was looking for a convenient way to betray Jesus (v.11). A woman whom we know to be Mary of Bethany was looking
for a way to show her love to the Lord (John 12:1-3). And they all found the opportunities they were seeking.

Our Bible reading today calls us to focus on Christ and His great passion that caused Him to die for our sins. Like Mary, may we
have hearts that are always looking for opportunities to say to our Savior, “I love You.” —David McCasland (Reprinted by permission
from Our Daily Bread Ministries. Please do not repost the full devotional without their permission.)

If you'd like to know the love of God the Father,
Come to Him through Jesus Christ, His only Son;
He'll forgive your sins and save your soul forever,
And you'll love forevermore this faithful One.
—Felten

We can love Jesus too little, but we can never love Him too much.

Listen and be blessed as you listen to Broken and Spilled out is a beautiful song by Steve Green

One day a plain village woman

Driven by love for her Lord

Recklessly poured out a valuable essence
Disregarding the scorn

And once it was broken and spilled out

A fragrance filled all the room

Like a pris'ner released from his shackles
Like a spirit set free from the tomb

Broken and spilled out
Just for love of you Jesus
My most precious treasure
Lavished on Thee
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Broken and spilled out
And poured at Your feet
In sweet abandon

Let me be spilled out
And used up for Thee

Lord You were God's precious treasure
His loved and His own perfect Son
Sent here to show me

The love of the Father

Just for love it was done

And though You were perfect and holy
You gave up Yourself willingly

You spared no expense for my pardon
You were used up and wasted for me

Broken and spilled out

Just for love of me Jesus

God's most precious treasure

Lavished on me

You were broken and spilled out

And poured at my feet

In sweet abandon Lord

You were spilled out and used up for Me

In sweet abandon, let me be spilled out
And used up for Thee

THOUGHT - HOW EXTRAVAGANT IS YOUR DEVOTION TO JESUS CHRIST?
BROKEN AND SPILLED OUT?

Mark 14:4 But some were indignantly remarking to one another, "Why has this perfume been wasted?

NET Mark 14:4 But some who were present indignantly said to one another, "Why this waste of expensive
ointment?

NLT Mark 14:4 Some of those at the table were indignant. "Why waste such expensive perfume?" they asked.

ESV Mark 14:4 There were some who said to themselves indignantly, "Why was the ointment wasted like
that?

NIV Mark 14:4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, "Why this waste of perfume?
GNT Mark 14:4 oov & TIveG YOVOKTO VTEG TP G QUTO G, EGQT T Aeic TN TO [ pOU Y YOVEY;

KJV Mark 14:4 And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of
the ointment made?

YLT Mark 14:4 and there were certain much displeased within themselves, and saying, 'For what hath this
waste of the ointment been made?

ASV Mark 14:4 But there were some that had indignation among themselves, saying, To what purpose hath
this waste of the ointment been made?

CSB Mark 14:4 But some were expressing indignation to one another: "Why has this fragrant oil been
wasted?

= Some: Ec 4:4 Mt 26:8,9 Joh 12:4,5
« Why: Ec 5:4-8 Mal 1:12,13
« Mark 14 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries



Related Passages
Matthew 26:8 But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, “Why this waste?

John 12:4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?”

MARY'S ACT OF ADORATION
PRECIPITATES RESPONSE OF ANGER

But (de) marks a striking contrast is attitudes (and actions/words) between Mary and the disciples.

some were indignantly (aganakteo) remarking to one another - They began to talk among themselves (apparently not overtly
which is why Matthew 26:10 has "Jesus, aware of this."). Matthew tells us the some were the disciples! John identified Judas as the
originator of the criticism (which should not surprise us). Were indignantly is aganakteo (aroused, angry, displeased) in the present
tense picturing their continual indignation, anger and displeasure at Mary's seemingly wasteful actions. They were looking with
temporal vision. Mary was looking with eternal vision. Oh, to be more and more like Mary! Amen.

Brian Bell: Mary’s act of worship brought joy to the heart of Jesus & malice to the heart of Judas. (ED: as well as the other
disciples).

Daniel Akin - Led by Judas (John 12:4ff+) and in self-righteous pride they questioned both her motive and her action,

Why has this perfume (muron) been wasted (apoleia) ? - What a sad statement! Precious oil poured on the King of kings and
viewed as wasted! Why asks what end it has served, implying that the act was unjustified.

Perfume (ointment)(3464)(muron) is ointment, perfume, sweet-smelling substance made not from animal fats. Apart from a single
reference in Revelation 18:13, muron occurs only in the four Gospels (13 times). The Synoptic Gospels record anointings of Jesus’
head by Mary of Bethany. Matthew and Mark clearly link this anointing to Jesus’ upcoming burial (Matthew 26:12; Mark
14:8).Gilbrant adds that "Muron is the juice-like aromatic extract from plants, or perfumed oil. As a cosmetic muron could be
translated “perfume.” “Ointment” is perhaps a useful English translation, since muron was often medicinal and at times cultic in
significance, being used for anointing (e.g., for burial). Another common use was in the embalming process (cf. Bauer)."

NT uses - Matt. 26:7; Matt. 26:12; Mk. 14:3; Mk. 14:4; Mk. 14:5; Lk. 7:37; Lk. 7:38; Lk. 7:46; Lk. 23:56; Jn.
11:2;Jdn. 12:3; Jn. 12:5; Rev. 18:13

CALCULATING VALUE - Efficiency is the relentless taskmaster that drives all our decisions, all our proposals, all parts of our life,
said French philosopher and theologian Jacques Ellul. Efficiency (he called it by a special term, la technique), pervades the church
as well as the corporation. Everything we do is justified by its calculated contribution to established goals. Thus the disciples were
quite modern to protest the "waste" of valuable oil. Jesus alerts us that efficiency is an inadequate governor for at least one crucial
encounter: people with God. In worship, let efficiency take its place, but not a primary place. In evangelism, use resources wisely but
do not calculate cost-benefits as accountants are trained to do. What appears to be waste may well bring Jesus supreme
enjoyment, and that matters most. (Life Application Bible Commentary)

Mark 14:1-9 THE CRITICS

And there were some that had indignation within themselves, and said, Why was this waste of the ointment
made? Mark 14:4

Sooner or later everyone travels the road of criticism. The greater the life, the nobler the endeavor, the more certain is this
consequence. The apostle Paul was often unjustly condemned; the disciples were sinfully described as "drunk" at Pentecost; and
men even accused our perfect Lord of being demon possessed. In the story related in Mark 14, a woman graciously lavished a very
precious box of ointment upon the Savior; yet some were offended and found fault with her. Jesus, however, defended the action,
saying, "Let her alone. Why trouble ye her? She bath wrought a good work on me!"

Few people criticize in love, most are vindictive and cruel and act very superior. In fact, it is not very wide of the mark to say,
"Criticism is frequently pride in action!" The acid test of Christian character is this: can you take it? can you labor without re-ward and
receive unjust censure without bitterness? If so, God will be pleased, and will bless your life with His joy!

To guarantee flawlessness in his publication, a printer hired two proofreaders. However, they did not get along, and were constantly
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criticizing each other's efforts. In the course of time, one came across some words in a manuscript which spoke of "Tabasco sauce."
Never having heard of Tabasco, he supposed the author must have meant tobacco; so he changed the first word. When the second
proofreader came to the same phrase and saw "tobacco sauce," he immediately reasoned that such was utterly unthinkable. He
therefore proceeded to make a seemingly rational correction by changing the second word. Imagine the consternation of the author
and the publisher when the story appeared referring to the use of "tobacco juice" on food—instead of "Tabasco sauce." It goes to
show that we do not always know what the other fellow is thinking, and it behooves us not to be over-critical, lest we ourselves be
misunderstood.

I find it is a splendid thing,
Just try it and you'll see,

To keep from criticizing folks,
Let each "I" look at "ME"!
—Anon.

Remember, you can't raise yourself by lowering somebody else!

Mark 14:5 "For this perfume might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor." And
they were scolding her.

NET Mark 14:5 It could have been sold for more than three hundred silver coins and the money given to the
poor!" So they spoke angrily to her.

NLT Mark 14:5 "It could have been sold for a year's wages and the money given to the poor!" So they scolded
her harshly.

ESV Mark 14:5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the
poor." And they scolded her.

NIV Mark 14:5 It could have been sold for more than a year's wages and the money given to the poor." And
they rebuked her harshly.

GNT Mark 1455 dvato yp TOTO T Y pov TTpaB vau 1T v Onvop wv TPIGKOS v Kot 000 val TO § TITWYO G KX
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KJV Mark 14:5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred pence, and have been given to the
poor. And they murmured against her.

YLT Mark 14:5 for this could have been sold for more than three hundred denaries, and given to the poor;' and
they were murmuring at her.

ASV Mark 14:5 For this ointment might have been sold for above three hundred shillings, and given to the
poor. And they murmured against her.

CSB Mark 14:5 For this oil might have been sold for more than 300 denarii and given to the poor." And they
began to scold her.

« denarii: Mt 18:28 Joh 6:7

= been given: Joh 12:5,6 13:29 Eph 4:28

« they: Ex 16:7,8 De 1:27 Ps 106:25 Mt 20:11 Lu 15:2 Joh 6:43 1Co 10:10 Php 2:14 Jude 1:16
= Mark 14 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages

Matthew 26:9 “For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor.”

John 12:4+ But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” 6 Now he said this, not because he
was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to
pilfer what was put into it.

JUSTIFICATION FOR THEIR



STRONG DISAPPROVAL
For (gar) - Term of explanation. This one is easy -- it explains their displeasure with Mary's actions.

This perfume (muron) might have been sold for over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor (ptochos) - Here

the disciples justify their indignation with their justification of its value which could be used for the poor. Concern for the poor, a mark
of a pious Jew. John's account shows the pathetic hypocrisy of Judas who was hiding his avarice under the mask of charity. That his
character could be so thoroughly flawed after walking with Jesus for three years is frightening!

Jones remarks, “It is not the concern of the philanthropist you have here, but the rage of a disappointed thief, parading itself as the
concern of a philanthropist.”

Edwards: Their condemnation obviously demeans the woman and her gift. In asserting that there could be a better use for the
money, however, they demean Jesus as well, whom they regard as unworthy of such extravagance. (The Gospel according to
Mark Pillar NTC-Mark)

Hiebert - It represented a whole year’s work for a common laborer (cf. 6:37). Such a sum used up in one short moment they could
view only as a waste. The criticism viewed the act only from the monetary standpoint. Judas could readily evaluate its material
worth, but he was unable to comprehend the love that prompted the act. (The Gospel of Mark: An Expositional Commentary)

And they were scolding her - “They bristled with indignation against her." (Wuest) The idea is that they murmured against
Mary and the verb scolding (embrimaomai) means they were very angry and sternly warned her in theimperfect tense (over and
over - one can almost hear them "snorting" like horses [which was how this verb was used in the secular world] as the precious oil
anoints Jesus!). It conveys the idea of anger, harshness, displeasure, and disgust. This same verb is used in another connection of
the snorting of horses, not a bad picture of the reaction of these men who should have known better, for they knew He was the
Messiah!

Sproul: The term sharply is a vast understatement in the English. In a bullfight, when the matador taunts the bull, the bull paws the
ground and his nostrils flare in anger. That is the image used here. These people were so angry with Mary for wasting the ointment
that their nostrils were flaring in their criticism.

Daniel Akin - They continually (imperfect tense = over and over) expressed their anger and displeasure “snorting” at her.

The reference to helping the poor is not as pure in motive as it may initially seem. John 12:4 identifies Judas as the primary
spokesman, as well as identifying him as a thief. Jesus' response to this outburst is to praise the woman's loving devotion toward
Him in light of His impending death.

Daniel Akin - Several important observations can be made at this point.

1) The disciples not only demeaned the woman, they also demeaned Jesus. To honor Christ in this
manner they said was a “waste” (v. 4). They did not believe He was worthy of such a sacrifice of extravagant
love.

2) Some are willing to be poor in their possessions in order to be rich in their devotion to Jesus
Others are not. And, it is the latter group that are usually the critics.

3) The world, and sadly many in the church, will never have a problem with moderate, measured
devotion to Christ. They will have little or no problem with too many possessions, too much wealth and a
pursuit of a comfortable and convenient Christianity. But, walk away from a “real career” in athletics, business,
medicine, law or real-estate and you will be marked as foolishness, living a “wasted life.” Walk away from mom
and dad and serve the Lord in an inner city in America among the poor and hurting and you will be deemed
foolish and impractical. Walk away from family and friends and head out to the mission field among an
unreached people group (7,055 as of 5-18-12) taking your small children with you and you will be chided as
foolish, radical, even imbalanced in need of serious counseling (and maybe 6 even drugs!) Yes, you may be
criticized here but in heaven you have a Master who applauds your love and devotion for Him! Paul puts it all
in perspective does he not in Galatians 1:10+, “For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am |
trying to please man? If | were still trying to please man, | would not be a slave of Christ.”

George Whitefield the evangelist of the 1st Great Awakening said, “Oh for a 1000 lives to be spent in service
for Christ!” However we must never forget, we only get one!

Scolding (1690)(embrimaomai from en = in or on account of + brimaomai (to snort with anger) meaning: to be moved with anger,
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to admonish sternly, exhibit irritation or even anger in expressing a harsh reproof, ‘to denounce harshly. It is used of used of the
snorting of horses. It is used of a “stern warning” as in Matthew 9:30 where Jesus warned the formerly blind men not to spread the
news of their healing. Also spoken of any agitation of the mind as grief, to be greatly moved or agitated (John 11:33, 38). In the
uses in John the Lord was deeply moved doubtless with the combination of circumstances, present and in the immediate future.

Uses in NT - Matt. 9:30; Mk. 1:43; Mk. 14:5; Jn. 11:33; Jn. 11:38 - deeply moved(2), scolding(1), sternly
warned(2). Used once in the Septuagint in Da 11:30.

Mark 14:6 But Jesus said, "Let her alone; why do you bother her? She has done a good deed to Me.

NET Mark 14:6 But Jesus said, "Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has done a good service
for me.

NLT Mark 14:6 But Jesus replied, "Leave her alone. Why criticize her for doing such a good thing to me?

ESV Mark 14:6 But Jesus said, "Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to
me.

NIV Mark 14:6 "Leave her alone," said Jesus. "Why are you bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to
me.

GNT Mark 14:6 & noogeTmev, QETEATV-T KT K TTOUG TP XETE; KOGA V. PYOV Py OXTO V O .
KJV Mark 14:6 And Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me.

YLT Mark 14:6 And Jesus said, 'Let her alone; why are ye giving her trouble? a good work she wrought on
me;

ASV Mark 14:6 But Jesus said, Let her alone; why trouble ye her? she hath wrought a good work on me.

CSB Mark 14:6 Then Jesus said, "Leave her alone. Why are you bothering her? She has done a noble thing
for Me.

« Let: Job 42:7,8 Isa 54:17 2Co 10:18

=« good: Mt 26:10 Joh 10:32,33 Ac 9:36 2Co 9:8 Eph 2:10 Col 1:10 2Th 2:17 1Ti 5:10 6:18 2Ti 2:21 3:17 Tit 2:7,14 3:8,14 Heb
10:24 13:21 1Pe 2:12

« Mark 14 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages

Matthew 26:10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you bother the woman? For she has done a
good deed to Me.

John 12:4 7 Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial.

COMMAND TO
CEASE CRITICISM

Note Matthew has "but Jesus, aware of this" suggesting that they were talking behind His back or in hushed tones.

Daniel Akin introduces this passage with an interesting comment - In Acts 7:54-60+ we have the record of the stoning of Stephen
the first Christian martyr. In vs. 55-56 we read a most remarkable statement where Stephen sees the Lord Jesus “standing at the
right hand of God” (stated twice). Our Savior stands to receive his faithful martyred servant into glory. Here in Mark 14:6-9 we see
our Lord again standing up for another faithful servant, a woman who has showered Him with a sacrifice of extravagant love only to
be scorned and ridiculed by those who should have known better.

But Jesus said, "Let her alone (aphiemi) Jesus acted to protect the woman. His words are a peremptory command in the aorist
imperative demanding immediate compliance. He means they must stop their attacks immediately!

Why do you bother her? -Why do you harass her? Harang her? Give her a hard time? Why indicates that their response was
unreasonable. They were causing her needless labor or difficulty. Jesus is challenging the disciples to consider their motives!
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She has done a good (kalos - beautiful) deed to Me - She has done something wonderful and incredibly important to me as Mk
14:8 makes clear Jesus now gives His evaluation. Jesus commends her deed. - not a wasteful work but a wonderful work! Good
work is beautiful, in a moral sense: an excellent, morally beautiful deed. Notice the phrase to Me -- the point was that Jesus saw her
act of devotion and even as a prophetic act of preparation for His rapidly approaching death and burial!

William Barclay: In Greek there are two words forgood. There is agathos which describes a thing which is morally good; and there
is kalos which describes a thing which is not only good but lovely. A thing might be agathos, and yet be hard, stern, austere,
unattractive. But a thing which is kalos is winsome and lovely, with a certain bloom of charm upon it.

The disciples judge by appearance; Jesus judges by motive.
-- James Edwards

Hendriksen: Jesus calls what she did “a beautiful thing,” And such it was indeed: unique in its thoughtfulness, regal in its
lavishness, and marvelous in its timeliness.

Good (2570)(kalos) describes that which is inherently excellent or intrinsically good, providing some special or superior
benefit. Kalos is good with emphasis (as discussed below) on that which is beautiful, handsome, excellent, surpassing, precious,
commendable, admirable. In classical Greek kalos was originally used to describe that which outwardly beautiful. Other secular
uses of kalos referred to the usefulness of something such as afair haven, afair wind or that which was auspicious such as

sacrifices. Kalos referred to that which was "morally beautiful" or noble and hence virtue was called "the good" (to kalon).

Uses in Mark - Mk. 4:8; Mk. 4:20; Mk. 7:27; Mk. 9:5; Mk. 9:42; Mk. 9:43; Mk. 9:45; Mk. 9:47; Mk. 9:50; Mk.
14:6; Mk. 14:21;

Mary saw the incomparable worth and beauty of Jesus and responded appropriately by anointing His body from head to toe with
precious oil. This reminds me of Twila Paris' song. Play it as you ponder with wonder, awe and gratitude the beauty of the body of
Christ, given for you and for me for the remission of our sins forever and ever. Amen....

How Beautiful

How beautiful the hands that served
the wine and the bread

and the sons of the earth.

How beautiful the feet that walked
the long dusty roads

and the hills to the cross.

How beautiful

how beautiful

how beautiful is the body of Christ.
How beautiful the heart that bled
that took all my sin

and bore it instead.

How beautiful the tender eyes

that chose to forgive

and never despise.

How beautiful

how beautiful

how beautiful is the body of Christ.
And as He laid down His life

we offer this sacrifice

that we will live just as he died:
willing to pay the price

willing to pay the price.

How beautiful the radient Bride
who waits for her Groom

with His light in her eyes.

How beautiful when humble hearts give
the fruit of pure lives
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so that others may live.

How beautiful

how beautiful

how beautiful is the body of Christ.
How beautiful the feet that bring
the sound of good news

and the love of the King.

How beautiful the hands that serve
the wine and the bread

and the sons of the earth.

How beautiful

how beautiful

how beautiful is the body of Christ.

Oswald Chambers - Have you ever been carried away for Him?
She hath wrought a good work on Me. Mark 14:6.

If human love does not carry a man beyond himself, it is not love. If love is always discreet, always wise, always sensible and
calculating, never carried beyond itself, it is not love at all. It may be affection, it may be warmth of feeling, but it has not the true
nature of love in it.

Have | ever been carried away to do something for God not because it was my duty, nor because it was useful, nor because there
was anything in it at all beyond the fact that | love Him? Have | ever realized that | can bring to God things which are of value to Him,
or am | mooning round the magnitude of His Redemption whilst there are any number of things | might be doing? Not Divine,
colossal things which could be recorded as marvellous, but ordinary, simple human things which will give evidence to God that | am
abandoned to Him? Have | ever produced in the heart of the Lord Jesus what Mary of Bethany produced?

There are times when it seems as if God watches to see if we will give Him the abandoned tokens of how genuinely we do love Him.
Abandon to God is of more value than personal holiness. Personal holiness focuses the eye on our own whiteness; we are greatly
concerned about the way we walk and talk and look, fearful lest we offend Him. Perfect love casts out all that when once we are
abandoned to God. We have to get rid of this notion—'Am | of any use?’ and make up our minds that we are not, and we may be
near the truth. It is never a question of being of use, but of being of value to God Himself. When we are abandoned to God, He
works through us all the time.

Mark 14:3-9 She Did What She Could - She did what she could. Mark 14:8

When her friends say thoughtless or outrageous things on social media, Charlotte chimes in with gentle but firm dissent. She
respects the dignity of everyone, and her words are unfailingly positive. A few years ago she became Facebook friends with a man
who harbored anger toward Christians. He appreciated Charlotte’s rare honesty and grace. Over time his hostility melted. Then
Charlotte suffered a bad fall. Now housebound, she fretted over what she could do. About that time her Facebook friend died and
then this message arrived from his sister: “[Because of your witness] | know he’s now experiencing God’s complete and abiding love
for him.” How can you show God's love to others today? During the week in which Christ would be killed, Mary of Bethany anointed
Him with expensive perfume (John 12:3; Mark 14:3). Some of those present were appalled, but Jesus applauded her. “She has done
a beautiful thing to me,” He said. “She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare for my burial”
(Mark 14:6-8). “She did what she could.” Christ’'s words take the pressure off. Our world is full of broken, hurting people. But we
don’t have to worry about what we can’t do. Charlotte did what she could. So can we. The rest is in His capable hands. Lord, help us
not to define our self-worth by what we do for You, but by what You have done for us. Show us how we can show Your love to
others.

For further study, read Being Jesus Online at discoveryseries.org/q0737.
Do thy duty, that is best; leave unto the Lord the rest. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

INSIGHT: Bethany, the location featured in today’s article, was a villag